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of the siege, and the relief of the blockaded city. Charles of
Anjou fled into Calabria. The Sicilians, relieved from the
hourly approaching danger of famine or massacre, accorded a
hearty and grateful welcome to their new king. The destruc-
tion of the French fleet by a small squadron of Catalonian
ships, under the command of the gallant Roger de Lauria,1
completed the triumph of Aragon; and the generosity of Peter,
who refused to kill a single prisoner of the 4000 that fell into
his hands, but enlisted the greater part of them in his own
army, and dismissed the malcontents with an abundant viaticum
to their own homes, deservedly raised his reputation as a
soldier, a king, and a man.

Charles, when he was at length driven out of Reggio,
and forced to abandon Calabria, defied his successful rival to
knightly combat or wager of battle for the possession of Sicily;
and proposed that 100 knights of France should meet as many
Sicilian and Aragonese champions in the lists, in a solemn
tourney at Bordeaux, in the summer of the following year,
when Edward I. of England would keep the lists and decide
upon the issue of the combat. This strange challenge, favour-
able as it was to the vanquished Angevins, was accepted by the
victorious Aragonese; and the 1st of June, 1283, was fixed for
the combat. Peter at once summoned his queen and her sons
to Sicily, and having provided for the administration of the
island during his absence,2 set sail on his gallant errand for
France by way of Spain, and arrived, after an adventurous
journey, true to his tryst, on the 31st of May, at Bordeaux.
King Edward, the judge, was not present. The combat had
been forbidden by the Pope; but every preparation had been
made for the surprise and slaughter of the Aragonese. The
tourney had been turned into a trap. Peter, happily fore-
warned, escaped in the disguise of a travelling merchant into
Spain ; and Charles was baulked of his prey. But if treachery
had failed to remove an obnoxious rival, the Church was ready

1 Roger de Lauria was of Italian blood, but Aragonese by adoption. The
name is spelt Loria and del Oria. He wrote it himself Luria as a Catalan, but the
modern Castilian spelling adopted by French and English writers is de Lauria.

The command of the fleet had been entrusted, in the first instance, to En
Jacme Perez, a natural son of the king. But he had proved unequal to his charge,
even though he was seconded by the gallant Catalan, Pedro de Queralt, who con-
tinued to hold a subordinate command under Roger de Lauria.

3The administration included the Queen Constance, heiress of Sicily; the
Infante, James of Aragon; Alaymo di Lantini, the Justiciary; Roger de Lauria,
the Admiral, and the celebrated John of Procida.